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And eſpecially thoſe that attended at the 
Delivery of this Diſcourſe. 


Men and BRETHREN, 
2 HIS diſcourſe being deliver d in ſo uncom- 


mon a manner, as to time, & place, f and per- 
fon that deli ver d it, f hath cauſed a great defire 
in many to ſee it, that did not hear it. And to- 
gether with this, the falſe reports given of it, by 
ſome that heard it, Theſe have prevailed with me 
to let it appear in the world. Nor could ] ſee any 
other way to do the world and myſelf juſtice, but 
by ſo doing: therefore I permit it to go abroad in 
the world (tho in ſo mean a dreſs) to anfwer for 
aſelf ; and to confute the falſe reports that have 
been carried about it. 
But ſame may ſay, This is not the very ſame 
that you deliver d at that time ? 


22 To 


1 Being Old Chriſimas-Day. 
+ This Sermon was preach'd in a barn; there being no 
other place in the town that would contain the company thet 
attended to hear ; there having been no publick worthip in 
the place for ſeveral ages before. 
The Author having never preach'd beſore. 
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To this I anſwer, the ſubſtance, ſenſe, and form 
is the ſame, though, I confeſs, the words are not al- 
together the ſame ; yet I dare boldly aſſert, there 
was nothing deliver d at that time contraaiory to 
thts, nor in this contrary to that, But if you ſay, 
It was not deliver'd in ſo diſtinct a manner as it 
now is? 

J anſwer, That was in ſome meaſure owing to 
the unbecoming behaviour of ſome of you that were 
breſent ; T ſpeak this to your ſhame : for tho" ſome 
of you were inclined to hear with due attention, 
wet the rudeneſs of others prevented, both their 
hearing, and my ſpeaking in ſo diſtinct, and deli- 
berate a manner as could have been deſired. 

New whether theſe reaſons given, are ſufficient 
to juſtify my forwaraneſs in publiſhing t his home- 
ly diſcourſe, in the eyes of men, I am uncertain ; 
but this I know, they are ſufficient to ſatisfy my 
can conſcience, and 1 hope they are alſo acceptable 
to God. And then let this (or any thing elſe that 
1 have done, or may do, with an eye to the glory of 
God, and the good of mankind ) meet with what 
contempt it will in the world; if it be but cwn'd 


of God, and bleſt to men, ] hope I ſhall (thro di- 


vine grace) always bear it patiently : knowing, 


that whatever I may ſuffer for Chriſt, it can ne- 
ver be worthy to be compared, or even mention'd 
with his ſufferings for me. To him, therefore, be 
all glory, honour, and praiſe, * and for 
ever. Amen. 

Let them that wiſh me ſucceſs in this ny 
taking, join their hearts with mine in the follow- 
ing lines. 


1. 
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1. IDS T thou, dear Jeſus, ſuffer ſhame, 
| And bear the croſs for me, 
And ſhall I fear to own thy name, 

Or thy diſciple be ? 
2. Forbid it, Lord, that I ſhould dread 
To ſufter ſhame or loſs ; 
But in thy footſteps let me tread, 
And glory in thy croſs. 
3. Inſpire my ſoul with life divine, 
And holy courage bold: 
Let knowledge, faith, and meekneſs ſhine, 
Nor love, nor zeal grow cold. 
4. Say to my ſoul, Why doſt thou fear 
he face of feeble man? 
Behold thy heawv'nly captain near, 
Before thee in the van. 
5. O how my ſoul would up and run, 
At this reviving word ! 
Nor any painful ſuff rings ſhun, 
To follow thee, my Lord. 
6. For this let men reproach, defame, 
And call me what they will ; 
So I may glorify thy name, 
And be thy ſervant till. 
7. To thee I chearfully ſubmit, 
And all my pow'rs reſign : 
Let wiſdom point out what is Et, 
And Til no more repine. 
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8. I'll chearfully take up my croſs, 
And follow thee, my Lord; 

Submit to tortures, ſhame and loſs, 
At thy commanding word. 
9. But this I promiſe to fulfil,” 
Thro' thine aſſiſting grace, 
For I have neither pow'r nor will, 
I muſt with ſhame confeſs. 
10, Then let thy grace ſufficient be, 
In ev'ry time of need ; 
So ſhall 1 boldly fight for thee, 
And ev'ry time ſucceed, 


SERMON, Oc. 


Iſaiah Ixi. 1, 2, 3. 


The ſpirit of the Loxp God is upon me, becauſe the 
Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings 
fo the meek ; be hath ſent me to bind up the bro- 
ken-hearted,to proclaim libertyto the capti ves, and 
the opening of the priſon to them that are bound : 

To proclaim the acceptable Year of the LoRD, and 
the day of vengeance of our Gop, to comfort all 
that mourn: . 

To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give 
unto them beauty for aſhes, and the oil of joy 

for mourning, the garments of praiſe for the 


ſpirit of beavineſs, that they might be called 


trees of righteouſneſs, the planting of the Logp, 
that he might be gloriſy d. 


Mx Friends, 


IL TE are here aſſembled together this day 
to commemorate that matchleſs con- 
deſcenſion, and humiliation of our bleſſed LoR D 
and Saviour JEsUs CHRIST, when he came on 
that ſurpriſing errand of man's ſalvation ; let us. 
therefore conſider the greatneſs of his condeſcen- 
tion, when he left this glorious courts above, his 
eternal throne of glory, and the innumerable 


com- 
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companies of holy angels that ſurrounded it, 
with humble proſtration, and with the higheſt 
acclamations of praiſe and adoration: but above 
all, the glory that he had with his Father before 
the world was, or any part of the viſible crea- 
tion was made, which ſurpaſſeth the conceptions 
and much more the expreſſions of the higheſt 
created beings. This was the dignified ſtation 
our bleſſed Redeemer was in, both before and 
after the creation; but though he was in per- 
fect felicity himſelf, yet he was not pleaſed to 
ſee us his unworthy creatures, who had broken 
his Covenant, for ever miſerable, under the eter- 
nal weight of vengeance that we had procnred 
to ourſelves thereby : and becauſe there was no 
other way to-prevent our eternal ruin, he left 
this glorious ſituation for a time, and took upon 
him our nature, was born of a poor virgin, and 
that in the moſt abje& condition ſure that ever 
human creature could be in this world; inſo- 
much that ſhe was not thought worthy of a 
place among human creatures, but thiuſt into 
a contemptible ſtable among brutes, becauſe there 
was no room in the inn, or rather becauſe 
ſhe had not money to purchaſe ther a better 
lodging: and, no doubt, without the proper 
neceſſaries of life that is needful at fuch a alen, 
and allo (as we may ſuppoſe) without the 
friendly company, and kind aſſiſtance of thoſe of 
her own ſex, that is requiſite at ſuch a time: Aud 
there ſhe brought forth her firſt born Son, and 
wrapped him in ſfwadling Cloaths, and laid him 
mn a manger : Surprifing condeſcention ! but was 
„ _ 
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this all? No; he ſufferd baniſhment-- alſo as 
ſoon as he was born; his life was ſought by 
cruel Herod, and he was drove into Egypt; and 
when in due time' he returned again to the 
land of Judæa; there he went through a con- 
tinued ſeries of affliction, labour, reviling, and 
reproach, to the age (as is ſuppoſed) of three 
and thirty years, and then to complete the work 
he had undertaken, He became obedient to dea b, 
even the death of the croſs. 

Thus having taken a brief view of the match- 
leſs condeſcention, and humiliation of our bleſſed 
Redeemer; let us think what gratitude and 
thankfulneſs this ought to beget in us : ſurely 
it ought to melt every hard and frozen heart to 
true and unfeigned repentance, and create love 
and new obedience; ſeeing he hath done all 
this to reſcue us fron. the juſt deſerved wrath 
of Gop, and to reſtore us into his favour again. 
This, I think, is beyond all diſpute, deſerving 
the moſt thankful remembrance at all times, 
and conſequently not impraper now, tho' I find 
the two following objections have been ade 
againſt our commemorating of this glaWus 
{ſcene of divine condeſcenſion on this daß The | 
firſt is, that it is encouraging and upbolding a ſu- 
per/titious cuſtom,or tradition, that had long been kept 
up, from a notion that this is the very annual Day 
on which our bleſſed Redeemer was born into the 
world ? : 

To this I anſwer, It muſt be own'd that this 
has been too much the caſe with many, who 
have ignorantly obſerved that day with far greater 

| B 2 | ſo- 
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. ſolemnity than the Sabbath; and have alfo 
| thought it their duty to devote this time to their 


own luſts, indulging ' themſelves in all man- 
| ner of luxury, gluttony, and drunkenneſs : 
| But though this has been the fooliſh and im- 


| pious practice of ſome ; yet others have obſerved 
| this time with great devotion and thankfulneſs ; 
| and for my part, I verily believe, that if any 
one, or any number agree in a conſcientious 
manner to celebrate this glorious condeſcention 
of our blefſed Redeemer ; on this, or any other 
day, it will be accepted of Gop; be that ob- 
ferveth a day, obſerveth it to the Loxbp, Rom. 
xiv. 6. As free-will offerings and vows were 
never contemned by Gop when they were of- 
fer'd and made in fincerity, and performed with 
an honeſt. heart. Therefore let us take the 
Apoſtle Paul's advice, let no man judge his bro- 
ther, in meat or in drink, or concerning an holy 
day. Let us therefore follow after the things 
which make for peace, and things wherewith ve 
may edify another. This, I think, is ſufficient 

|} to anſwer this firſt ObjeRion. 
Z The ſecond is this, That this looks like difioyalty 
| to our worthy legiſlators, becauſe they bave com- 
manded the obſervation of another day for this 7 
purpoſe, elt ven days ago: To this I anſwer, I am NM 
far from encouraging any to throw contempt 
on the civil laws of the nation, eſpecially in 
things that are indifferent: but on the con- 
trary, I would earneſtly exhort all to obſerve 
that day ſet apart by our worthy Legi ſſators, by 
with all due reverence ; attending devoutly on Hg 
the 1 
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F 
public worſhip of Gon, and refraining from their 


uſual callings; and when this we haye done, ! 


know of no law, either of Gon or man, that 
will hurt us for obſerving this alſo on the ſame 
occaſion, if it be done in a decent and conſcien- 
tious manner: but I would have every one be 
cautious when they pretend to ſet apart a day 
to the Lox, leſt they only gratify their own - 
luſts, and brutal appetites. 
And thus having briefly diſcuſs'd theſe Things, 
I proceed to confider the words juſt read — 
laid down for the foundation rh our following 
diſcourſe. 

The ſpirit of the Loxp God is upon me, &c. 
Theſe words are a plain deſcriptio 


n of the com- 
ing of the blefled Mefiah, who was anointed 
from everlaſting, to be a-prince and a Saviour 
to his people. 

In diſcourſing on theſe words, I ſhall (with 
divine Aſſiſtance) obſerve the following order, vi. 

I. To ſet forth the character, names and 
offices of this glorious meſſenger here ſpoken of, 
as being anointed to preach good tidings, viz. 
Jeſus Chriſt, 

II. To ſhew what theſe good tidings here 
ſpoken of are. 

III. To ſhew how Chriſt preacheth theſe 
good tidings, And 

IV. To whom he preacheth theſe good 
tidings : And conclude with two practical In- 
ferences. 
J. The firſt thing propoſed, was to ſet forth the 
cha- 


. 
character, names, and offices of this glorious 
meſſenger, Cc. 

And here the ſame may be aſk'd as the 
eunuch did Philip, Acts viii. 34. Of whom ſpeaketh 
the prophet theſe things, of himſelf or of ſome other 
man? And in anſwer hereto, we need only look 
into the fourth chapter of the goſpel according to 
St. Luke, beginning at the 16th verſe, we read 
that when he went into the Synagogue on the 
Sabbath Day, as his cuſtom was, He ftood up to 
read ; and there was deliver'd unto him the book 
of the prophet Iſaiah, and when he had open'd 
the book, he found the very words of my text. 
[tho' not tranſlated juſt the ſame; yet the 
meaning is entire; which plainly ſhews, that 
we ſhould have a ſtrict regard to the ſenſe and 
meaning of ſcripture, but not oyer nice and cri- 
tical about words and ſyllables.) And he cloſed 
the book and deliver dit again to the miniſter, ſat 
dezwn, and the eyes of all the ſynagogue being faſten'd 
on him, he began to teach them, ſaying, 
This day is this ſcripture fulfilled in your ears. 
Thus you ſee who this glorious meſſenger is, 
even our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, JIxsus 
CaurisT, who is the Mediator of the new. Co- 
venant. He is called in the Hebrew Meſſiah, 
or Meſſias, and in the Greek he is called Chriſt, 
both of which ſignify the Anointed. And thus 
having diſcover'd who this bleſſed meſſenger is, 
tet us next conſider ſome more of the names by 
which he 1s called in holy Writ, and then how. 
juſtly he bears theſe names; and this in order 
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to ſtrengthen our Faith in him, as he is exhi- 
bited to us to be believed on in the Goſpel. 
| Now the firſt diſcovery of him is in the third 
chapter of Geneſis, ver. 15. There he is called 
the ſeed of the woman, that ſhould bruiſe the 
ſerpent's head. This is made manifeſt by his 
being born of a woman, not according to na- 
tural generation, but by the power of the Holy 
Ghoſt, that he might deſtroy the works of the 
Devil, Again, he is called Shiloh, Gen. xlix. 10. 
a Hebrew word which ſignifies, he ſent, or ſent : 
and this title ſets forth the great humiliation of 
our bleſſed Redeemer, who, tho' he was Lord 
of all Things, yet he, humbled himſelf, and 
took upon him the form, title, and office of a 
ſervant ; and this ſhews the propriety of the 
word Shiloh, or ſent, for you know it is the 
place of a ſervant to be ſent. _ 
But I cannot ſtay here to explain every one 
of the titles recorded of this glorious meſſenger ; 
I ſhall therefore paſs on to thoſe names by. 
which he is called in 1/aiah ix. 6. There he is 
called Wonderful; O how, juſtly may he be cal- 
led Wonderful! Never was ſuch a wonder ſeen 
in Heaven or in Earth before! that he who 
was God ſhould take upon him, not the nature 
of Angels, which would have been a matchleſs 
wonder too, but behold, he is made lower than 
the Angels, wearing a human body, and that in 
the form of a ſervant, the eternal Gop an infant 
of days! lo, here is a wonder that will never be 
parallel'd ! | | | 
The next name given him in this place zs, 
Coun- 
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Counſellir.. Let us therefore conſider how juſtly 
he bears this character; and this will ' plainly 
appear, if we do but confider the eſſential pro- 
perty of a Counſellor, which is Wiſdom ; and this 
makes it appear that Jeſus Chriſt is pe! 
ſtiled Counſe Her, for he is Lale Viſdom itſe 
and that A juſtly, Prov. viii. throughout; 
and eſpecially from the 23d verſe to the end, 
there you may find him fulfilling the part of a 
Counſiller in the moſt eminent manner; and 
more eſpecially, when he gave counſel how to 
ſatisfy ſtri& juſtice, to magnify mercy, and ſave 


ſinners! well may we cry out, O matchleſe 


ſellor! never we there ſuch a Counſellor 


for he not only gives Counſel how to 
| About the ſcheme, but he alſo becomes 
th offect it. Pſal. xl. 6, 7, 8. Sacrifice 


re did nor defire; or wulf me, 
Heb. x. 5. Then ſaid be, lo, I come, in the volume 


of the book that is written of me : I delight to do 
thy will, O God ! Thus you ſee what a Coun- 
ſellor the Lord Jeſus Cbriſt is; let this therefore 
excite each of us to receive the counſel that he 
gives us, Prov. viii. 4. Unto you, O men, I call, 


and my woice is to the ſons of men, &c. Thus 


far of the Counſellor. I now therefore proceed 
to the next title here given to this glorious Meſ- 
ſenger, which is, the Mighty GOD. At this 
title let his enemies tremble; and let them alſo 
that hate him, flee before bim; for tho' he once 
ſubmitted himſelf into their hands, that he might 
ſatisfy divine juſtice in the room of his people, 
yet when he comes to judge the world in 
righteouſ- 
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righteouſneſs, then will he make manifeſt that 
he is the mighty Gop ! Then ſhall his enemies 
be as ſtubble, fully dry, and as briars and thorns 
before devouring flames: Then ſhall they call to 
the mountains to fall upon them, and the hills to 
cover them from the wrath of him that ſitteth on 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb : fer 
the great day of his wrath is come ; and who ſhall 
be able to fland ? Rev. vi. 16, 17. Thus will it 
be with all his implacable enemies, who fay in 
their hearts, We will not have this. man to reign 
over us: For, behold, he bath on his veſture, and 
on his thigh a name written, KING oF KINGS, 
AND LoRD oF Lok DS. Rev. xix. 16. 

Now the next glorious title here given to 
Chriſt, is, The everlaſling Father. This may 
appear to ſome an improper title, becauſe he is 
called ſo conſtantly the Son; nay, thus it was 
with his own diſciples, Jobn xiv. 8, 9, 10. 
Pbilip faith unto him, Lord, ſhew us the father, 
and it ſufficeth us. Feſusſaith unto him, have I been 
fo long time with you, and yet haſt thou not known 
me, Philip? He that hath ſeen me, bath ſeen the 
Father ; and how ſayeſt thou then, ſhew us the 
father ? Believeſt 2 not that I am in the father, 
and the Father in me? Thus you fee that Teſus 
Chriſt is allo the everlaſting Father. 

Let us therefore conſider the next title in this 
place, by which our bleſſed Lord is called, and 
that is, the Prince of Peace. But ſome may be 
ready to ſay, How can that be, when he faith 
himſelf, I came not to ſend peace on earth, but a 
cord? 1 anſwer, that tho his coming cauleth 
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great difcord between his followers, and the 
men of this world : this is but fulfilling what 
he ſaid to the ſerpent, Gen. iii. 15. And I will 
put enmity between thy ſeed, and the ſeed of 
the woman. And we often ſee that both theſe 
ſeeds are found in one houſe, and that even in 
Adam's; Cain was of the wicked one, and flew. 
his Brother : And wherefore flew he him? Be- 
cauſe his own works were evil, and his PREY 
good. 

Thus you ſee that the enmity began even in 
the firſt family, and it hath alſo continued ever 
fince. A man's enemies ſhall be thoſe of his own 
houſe, faith the prophet Micah. Let a man, or 
a woman be in whatever ſtation of life ; if they 

be but enlighten'd by the Grace of God, it is an 
hundred to one, but they have enemies in their 
own houſe ; or, however, pretty near them. 
But thus you ſee that the coming of Chrift cau- 

i ſeth diſcord only by OT, and not by 

0 deſign. | 

[| Yet notwithſtanding, he is juſtly ſtiled the 
| 


Prince of Peace : for he is the Mediator be- 
tween Gop and man; and none other in Hea- 
ven or on Earth, could have reconciled two ſuch 
oppolites as a pure and holy Deity, that cannot 
look upon fin, nor behold iniquity, without the 
greateſt deteſtation and abhorrence, and guilty, 
offending, and polluted creatures: yet hath he 
made peace, and reconciled both by the Blood 
of his Croſs, And thus hath he rendered the 


throne of Grace acceſſable, which was as a de- 
[1 rouring flame. 
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Now ſay if he is not juſtly called the Prince 
Peace? Surely he is the glorious Prince 
Peace to all them that believe; for to them 

he is precious. 3 
Thus I have (I hope) explained the ſeveral 
titles given to our bleſſed Redeemer in this 
- place: let me therefore mention one more, 
which I wiſh every one of us could juſtly call 
him by. Jer. xxui. 6. And this is the name 
whereby he ſhall be called, Tus EORD OUR 
RicnTEousNEss. Happy would it be for every 
one of us, if we could ſay upon good grounds, 
that he is Tye LORD OR RIGHTEOUSsN ESS! 
For, except we be cloathed with this, we ſhall 
be found naked in the great day of his fierce 
anger; and who then ſhall be able to ſtand? 

I ſhall only mention one more of his names 
which the Holy Ghoſt bath given him, and that 
is Jeſus, which fignifies a Saviour: and he 
hath alſo aſſigned this reaſon for it, vi. becauſe 
he ſhall ſave his people from their fins. Now by 

this we may know whether he is our R:ghteouſ- 
neſs, or not; for if he ſaves us from the power 
and dominion of ſin, we may be aſſured that he 
will alſo be our Rzghteouſneſs, and conſequently: 
ſave us from the condemning guilt of in : 
but on the other hand, if we continue the 
ſlaves of fin, then may we be aſſured, that we 
have no part, nor lot in this matter. Let this 
therefore excite us to give all diligence to get 
the power of ſin mortify'd, that we may know 
him to be our Jeſus, and our Righteouſneſs, 
And thus having explain'd ſome of the prin- 
"0 # ipal 
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cipal names whereby this bleſſed meſſenger is 
called, I proceed next to ſhew the offices he ex- 
ecuteth as the Redeemer of his PeopleQ. 
Nou the ſcripture gives us a prophetical ac- 
count that he ſhould execute three offices in 
behalf of hie people; viz. Propbet, Prieſt, and 
King. 1. A Prophet, Deut. xviii. 18. There the 
Lord declared unto Moſes, ſaying, I will raiſe 
them up a prophet from among ther © brethren 
like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth, 
and he ſhall ſpeak unto them all that I ball com- 
mand him. Now let us confider how *Chr:/? 
executeth the office, of a Prophet in behalf of 
his People: and this he doth by teaching and re- 
vealing the will of Gop to them; but becauſe 
1 ſhall have occaſion, more properly, to ſpeak 
of this under the 3d general head, I ſhall pafs it 
by here, and ſpeak, 2dly, Of his Prieftly office, 
P/al. cx. 4. The Lord hath fuworn, and will not 
repent, thou art a Prieft for ever after the or- 
der of Melchizedec. This Melchizedec was a 
myſterious type of Ch7:/?; but who he was, is 
not perfectly reveal'd to us; neither doth it ap- 
pear neceſſary for us to make nice enquiries con- 
cerning him; ſeeing the feriptures ſet him forth 
as King of Salem, Priaſt of the moſt high Gov. 
Without Father, without Mother, without deſcent; 
having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; 
but made like unto the Son of Gop, abideth a Prieſt 
continually. Now to pretend to give any cri- 
tical explication of this myſterious Prieſt, ap- 
pears to me, neither needful nor fafe : the pro- 
per ufe therefore, is to ſet forth the eternal Prieſt- 
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hood of Chriſt, Let us therefore conſider how 
Chriſt executeth e the office of a prieſt for his 


8 
We ow this he goth; in ſuch a riviince | as NC 
8 ever either did, or could do; for he is 
both the offering and the prieſt! He offer d up 
himſelf a ſacrifice, to ſatisfy divine juſtice, in the 
room of all his people ! And thus having done, 
he enter'd into the Holieſt of all, even into the 
preſence of his heav'nly father, and ſitteth on 
is right-hand making continual interceffion for 
them ! Such an higb prieſt became us, who is holy, 
harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from ſinners. 
Thus. much of the prieſtly office of Chriſt. 
Zaly. Let us conſider his kingly office. Pſal. 
ti. 6. Yet I have ſet my king upon 'my holy hill of 
Zion. Now tho' Chriſt hath all power and au- 
thority in heaven and on earth: And is Lord 
of Loxvs, and KING of Kings; yet he made 
himfelf of no reputation when he came on the 
glorious errand of man's ſalvation : and he alſo 
declared that his kingdom was not of this 
world. Vet is he in a ſpecial manner king of 
his people, and ſovereign over his enemies. And 
that Feſus of Nazareth is he, is plain from 
Micub v. 2. oompared with Matt. ii, 6. Let 
us therefore ſee in what manner Chriſt executeth 
the office of a King. And this he doth by his 
ſpirit, fubduing the hearts of his people to him- 
felf, not by force, but willingly ; inclining their 
wills to the obedience of love ; ; :ruling them by 
his . wiſdom, and defending them by his power. 
And tho he bears long with his enemies, even 
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till they think that he is altogether ſuch an one 
as themſelves, yet in due time his fury will wax 
hot againſt them, and he will daſh them in 

ieces as Potters veſſels. Thus much for the 
firſ thing propoſed, viz. To ſet forth. the . cha- 
2 names, and Mees of this glorious meſſenger 
bere ſpoken of. 

II. The ſecond thing propoſed, was to ſhew 
what theſe good tidings are. And here let it be 
took notice of, that theſe good tidings are not only 
preached by Chriſt, but purchaſed, and procured 
by his obedience, and ſufferings, in the room of 
ſinners. This being premiſed, I proceed in or- 
der to ſhew what theſe good tidings, here ſpoken 
of, are. 

1. Now the firſt thing mentioned, is, to bind 
uþ the broken-bearted. And for our better un- 
derſtanding of this, let us enquire who they are 
that are broken-hearted ? Now I conceive, they 
are ſuch as are enlightened by the ſpirit of God, 
and are brought to ſee their loft and undone 
ſtate by nature, and are earneſtly aſking (with 
the convicted Jaylor) What ſhall I do to be ſaved? 
They ſee that they are under the wrath: of God, 
and the curſe of the law: and they ſee alſo that 
they are no wiſe able, in themſelves, to pacify 
the wrath of their juſt offended God, whoſe law 
they have broken, — can no wiſe repair. This 
is enough to make them broken-hearted indeed. 
Now Chriſt poureth into the wounds of ſuch 
wine and oil, . e. the promiſes of the goſpel. | 
He faith unto ſuch, Son, or Daughter, be of good 
cheer, thy fins be forgiven thee. 
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2. The ſecond thing mention'd is, To proclaim 
liberty to the cuptives, and the opening of the pri- 
fon to them that are bound. Let us therefore 
enquire, who they are that are here term'd 
captives, bound in priſon. 

Theſe, I conceive, are ſuch as are led captive 
by Satan, and their own luſts. Y/ho find a law 
in their members warring againſt the law of their 
mind, Rom. vii. 23. They cry out with the 
Apoſtle Paul, O wretched-man that I am ! Who 
ſhall deliver me from the body of this death! 
Now to ſuch Chriſt faith, come unto me, all je 
that are weary and heavy laden, and 1 will give 
you reſt, He redeems his people (as was hinted 
before) from the domineering power of fin, as 
well as from the guilt of it. And to them he 
faith, fin ſhall not have dominion over you: and, 
my grace 1s ſufficient for you. | 

3. The third thing mention'd is, 20 proclaim 
the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of 
vengeance of our God, to comfort all that mourn. 
Now what ſhall we underſtand by the acceptable 
year of the Lord ? I underſtand by this, the year 
of Jubilee; which was a type of our great de- 
liverance by Jeſus Chriſt : for the year of Jubilee 
was appointed by God, as a year of redemption 
of the inheritance that had been fold, or for- 
feited: and to ſet at liberty him that was ſold for 
money, or rather for want of money, having 
nothing to redeem himſelf, This year was ap- 
pointed (I ſay) of God, at the end of ſeven 
ſabbatical years, 1. e. at the end of forty-nine 
years; then the fiftieth year was the year of 
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It Jubilee; it was uſher'd in with great ſolemnity 
1 and joy; and proclaim'd with ſounding. of 
I trumpets. And it is very reaſonable to believe, 
4 that it was a type of the wonderful incarnation 
is of our bleſſed Redeemer, when he came to pro- 

claim the acceptable year of the Lord, when he 
accepted of Chriſt as a ſubſtitute in the room of 
poor ſinners: Who had ſold themſebves for nought ; 
and as the Lord had promiſed, /bould be re- 
deemed without money. This was well typified 
in Abraham's offering up his ſon Iſaac, when 
behold a Ram was ſubſtituted in his room, juſt 
at the laſt moment. But what may we under- 
ſtand by his proclaiming the day of vengeance of 
our God, to comfort all that mourn? By this I 
underſtand firſt the great day of God's wrath, 
when he executed His juſt avenging wrath on 
Chriſt, who was ſubſtituted in the room of his 
people; when he trod the wine-preſs of his fa- 
ther's wrath alone. And ſecondly, by his execu- 
ting his juſt vengeance on all the perſecutors of 
his people. Now the proclamation of this may 
well be ſaid, To comfort all that mourn. 

4. Fourthly, To appoint unto them that mourn 
in Zion, to give them beauty for aſhes, and the 
Gil of joy for mourning, the garments of praiſe for 
the ſpirit of heavineſs. Here we may under- 
ſtand that theſe are appointed to them that 
"mourn in Zion, 2. e. to them that mourn in the 
church of God, and are the ſpiritual members 
of Chriſt's body. To give unto them beauty for 
$ aſhes. By this we are to underſtand a chearful 
F countenance, inſtead of a dejection. The oil 
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of joy for mourning. By this we may under- 
ſtand peace of conſcience, and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, to them that went mourning all the day 
long. The garments of praiſe for the ſpirit of '© 
heavineſs. Now, what may we underſtand' by 
the garments of praiſe ? I anſwer, theſe garments ' 
of praiſe are of two kinds, viz. the robe of 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs, and the graces of his holy 
ſpirit : theſe are the garments wherewith-Chriſt 
decketh his bride, and then he faith concerning 
her, Behold, thou art fair, my love, behold, thou 
art fair; I will behold no ſpot in thee. _ 

Thus, J ſay, when Chriſt hath cover'd his 
people with the juſtifying robe of his own' 
righteouſneſs ; and alſo deckt them inwardly 
with the graces of his holy ſpirit ; then he 
praiſeth them himſelf, and beholds no deformity 
in them: and they alſo praiſe him, and ſay, He 
is altogether lovely, the chiefeſt of ten thouſand. 
Now when the ſoul is thus adorn'd, and it is: 
made manifeſt to the conſcience, it muſt needs 
drive away the ſpirit of heavineſs. _ 

5. Now in the fifth and laſt place, let us con- 
ſider the grand deſign of theſe good tidings, ſpo- 
ken of in the laſt clauſe of the text. That they 

might be called trees of righteouſneſs, the plant- 
ing of the Lord, that he might be glorified. 
From hence we may underſtand the grand 
intent of the goſpel; vi. the glory of God, and 
the ſalvation of men. That they may be called 
trees of righteouſneſs, the planting of the LorD. 
The ſaints may juſtly be called trees of righteouſ- 
neſs, the planting of the Lord, becauſe of their 
* N 5 In- 
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ingrafting into Chriſt, and bringing forth the 
fruits of righteouſneſs to the glory of God. 
Pſal. xcii. 12, 13. The righteous ſhall flouriſh 
like the palm-tree, he ſhall grow like the cedars of uv 
Lebanon, They that are planted in the houſe of 

the Lord, ſhall flouriſh in the courts of our God, 
Laſtly, That he might be glorify d. Here 

we are not to underſtand that God can receive 

any additional glory from the ſalvation of ſin- 
ners; or from all the praiſcs of ſaints and angels; 

for this would imply imperfeftion in him, 
which is abſolutely impoſſible. His glory and 
happineſs is infinite, and therefore can admit of 

no degrees of addition, or diminution : then we 
may juſtly believe that the grand deſign of 
Chriſt's coming to preach the good tidings of 
ſalvation, is only, that his people may be for 
ever happy in praiſing and.adoring him through 

all eternity. Thus much for the ſecond thing 
propoſed, vi. To ſhew what theſe good tidings are. 

III. I come now to the third thing propoſed, 
which was to ſhew the manner of Chriſt's 
preaching theſe good tidings. 13 CY 
And here I propoſed to ſpeak more largely of 
Chrilt's prophetical office mention'd under the 
firſt general bead. And here we may obſerve, 
that this is the way that Chriſt executeth the of- 
fice of a prophet in behalf of his people, in preach- 
ing theſe glad tidings to them: for the office of a 
prophet 1s to preach, teach, and reveal things ne- 
ceſſary to be known, learnt, and practiſed. And 


thus Chriſt doth two ways, vis. external and in- 
ternal. | 
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. External, c teac xternally two 
ways, viz. by his word and pidence. Firſt, 
by his word written and preached, he reveals to 
us the will of God ſo far as it is needful for our 
ſalvation. He hath ſhewed thee, O 'man,\what is 
good, and what doth the Lord require of thee, but 
to do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God, Yea, every duty that is incumbent 
upon us as rational beings, whether relating to 
God, our neighbour, and ourſelves, is here plainly - 
ſet before us. 2dly, By his providences. ben 
thy judgments are abroad in the earth, the inha- 
bitants will [or may, or at leaſt ought to] learn 
righteouſneſs, The diſpenſations of providence 
are ſufficient to confirm the truth of God's word; 
and to render all inexcuſable, who miſbelieve, 
or diſobey it. In a word, theſe external teach- 
ings are ſufficient to make us for ever miſerable, 
but utterly inſufficient to make us happy. 
2. This ſhews the neceſſity of the internal 
teaching of Chriſt ; and that is by the operation 
of his ſpirit. Our natures are ſo corrupt and 
perverſe, that without this nothing will avail us. 
Paul may plant, and Apollos water, but it is God 
that giveth the increaſe. Thus you may under- 
ſtand, the way and manner of Chriſt's teaching 
and preaching the good tidings of ſalvation. 
And now let me exhort, and admoniſh every 
one of you, to examine yourſelves whether you 
have felt of his divine teaching ; whether the 
ſpirit hath accompanied the word with power. 
And if this you have experienced, then be care- 
ful that you grieve bim not. Keep yeur hearts 
as - * avith 
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. with all dili gence, for out of them are the "I * = F- 
_ life, Prov. iv. 23. And becauſe you are inſuf- | 4 
_ ficient for this of yourſelves, give God your 
hearts to keep as you are directed in another 
place, Prov. xxiii. 26. But if you have felt 

- nothing of this internal teaching, then examine 
yourſelves whether you are willing to receive 

1 this divine teaching or not: and if you are wil- 
ling, then hear what Chriſt ſaith by his prophet 
Iſaiah, Iv. 3. Incline your ears and come unto me, 
hear, and your ſouls ſhall live; and I will make 
with you an everlaſting covenant, even vg * 
mercies of David. 

- Fhus you ſee, that Chriſt is willing if yoware 
willing: but if you will be obſtinate, hear. what 

he faith in another place, Prov. i. 24, 25, 26. 
Becauſe I baue called, and ye refuſed, I have 
firetched out my hand, and no man regarded but 

ve have ſet at nought all my counſel, and would 
none of my reproof : I alſo will laugh at your 
calamittes, I will mock when your fear cometh. 
New con yd lader this, ye that forget God, left he tear 

you in pieces, and there be NEReS70 deliver yu. 
Pſal. I. 22. _—_ 
_ IV. This brings me to the fourth and laſt 
thing propoſed, which was, To ſhew to whom 
Chriſt preacheth theſe good tidings. 

1. And firſt, Chriſt preacheth theſe good tidings 
in general to all that fit under the joyful ſound 
of the Goſpel. This is what was hinted at be- 
: fore under the laſt head, concerning the external 
j means of grace. And here I ſhall make it evi- 
S dent that all are utterly inexcuſable, who do 
| | 88 not 
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not obey the Goſpel call. Now this will ap- 
pear if we conſider the following texts of ſcrip- 

ture. aiab lv. 7. Let the wicked forſake his way, 
And the — man his thoughts; and let him 
creturn unto the Lok p, and he will have mercy 
upon him, and to our God, and he will abundantly 
pardon... Again, Matth. vii. 7. Aſe, and it ſhall 
be given you: ſeek, and ye ſhall find: knock, and 
it ſhall be opened unto you. Ver, 8. For every one 
that aſteth, recetveth : and he that ſecketh, findath: 
and to him that knocketh, it ſhall be opened. Nay, 
Chriſt alſo ſaith, Rev; iii. 20. Behold, I and at 
the door and knock : If any man hear my voice, 
and open the door; I will come in to him, and will 
Jup with him, and he with me. Again, Rev. xxii. 

17. And the ſpirit and the bride ſay, come. And let 
him that heareth ſay, come. tid let him that ts 
a thirſt, come: and whoſoever will, let him come 
and take of the water of hife freely. 

Now confider, Sinners, if > all this ye 
ſtand it out, and will not come, whether or not 
your caſe will be inexcuſable; yea, and intole- 
rable !- Chriſt may juſtly ſay to you as he did to 
1 the Jews, Ye ill not come unto me, that ye may 

have life. Conſider that this will be your con- 

demnation, That l:ght is come into the world, and 

yet ye loved darkneſs rather than light, becauſe 

| your deeds were evil. O conſider, if ye continue 

thus obſtinate, that darkneſs will be your por- 

tion for ever! O intolerable ſtate! to dwell in 
the everlaſting darkneſs of the bottomleſs pit; 
with devils and damn'd fpirits, to all eternity ! 

O that they were wiſe, that they under ſtocd this, 
that they would consider their latter end! Deut. 

xxxii. 29. Thus 
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Thus much for Chriſtes preaching" theſe 
good tidings to all in general. 
2. But ſecondly, Chriſt preacheth theſe good 


tidings to ſome in particular; ſome that go un- 
der ſottie Tpecial characters. And, who are theſe? 
Surely they are Kings, or princes, or nobles of 
the ts 5 No. Who then? ſure they be wiſe, 
prudent; and learned men? No, it is ſeldom 
that any of theſe come under the character. 
God's ways are not our ways; for he hath hid 
theſe things from the wiſe and priident, and 
hath revealed them unto babes. O infinite wiſ- 
dom ! But Who ate they then, to whom Chrift 
preacheth theſe S dings in ae 1 
anſwer, 

To the meek, the poor, the buvgry; the thir-. 
Ky, the blind, the lame, the halt, the. maimed, 
and all the oppreſs d chat are ſuffering for righte- 
ouſneſs ſake, Well may we ſay then, God's ways 
are not our ways! No; "bleſſed be his holy 
name ; he hath choſen the fooliſh things of this 
world, to confound the wiſe; and the weak things 
of the world to confound the mighty ; and 
the things that are deſpiſed in the world, to 
confound the things that are eſteemed. Re- 
joice therefore, ye that bear theſe fyiered (tho 
deſpiſed) characters; for you are the favourites 
of God, and yours is the kingdom of Hea- 
ven. Go on your way, therefore, rejoicing in 
God your Saviour, and ſay, that he is your exceed- 
ing great reward, Thus have I gone thro' the 
four heads propoſed, and now I ſhall conclude 
with two practical inferences. And, 

1. From what has been ſaid, we may fee what 


an 
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an ineſtimable bleſſing Chriſt's coming into the 
world is to all true believers, What | abundant 
cauſe have ye, O my: brethren, who have taſted 
that the Lord is gracious, to bleſs his holy 


name. * All his works praiſe him, and his ſaints 


bleſs him. And great caufe they have indeed fo 
to do: for it was for their ſakes that Jeſus Chriſt 
came into the world; and was born of a poor, 
mean, and deſpicable virgin, in a ſtable, and laid | 
in a manger : perſecuted by Herod, and baniſh'd 
from his native place; tempted of the devil, re- 
viled, reproached, ſpit upon, buffeted, ſcourged, 
condemned, and crucified by men ! yea, he alſo 
bore the winth of God, and the curſe of the law, 
and ſatisfy d divine juſtice 3 in the room of his ene- 


mies! For you, O believers, even when you 


were enemies, Chriſt died for you. Let this. 
melt your hearts with everlaſting gratitude: and 
love to him again. 

2. Secondly. From what has been faid, we 
may conclude, that their ſtate muſt be intole- | 
rable, who reject theſe. good tidings of falvation 
preached by Chriſt. It vil be much more to- 
lerable for Sodom and Gomorrah than for us, in 
theſe lands of Great-Britain and Ireland, at the 


day of Judgment, if we negle& ſo great ſalva- 


tion. O conſider this, ye who change the truth 
of God into a Lie, and worthip and ſerve the 
creature more than the Creator, who is bleſſed 
for ever, Remember, if love will not draw you, 


infinite Juſtice and vengeance will drive you into 


the abyls of eternal miſery. Then, 2 comming 
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of Chriſt, to preach the good tidings of ſalvation 
in the world, will (inſtead of being a bleſſing to 
you) be the greateſt curſe that ever could have 
befallen you in this world: for it will infinitely 

add to your guilt, and miſery for ever; thro' all 
eternity. But that this may not be the lot of 
any of us here preſent, may God of his infinite 
mercy grant, that we may all know, in this our 
day, the things that belong to our everlaſting 


ace, before they be for ever hid from our eyes, 
for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


— 
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Two HYMNS, Ge. 


I. A Soxc of Praiſe at the Nativity of CHRIS T. 
From Luke ii. 8---14, 


I. Hile careful ſhepherds watch'd their 
At midnight's filent hour; (flocks 
Leſt rav'ning wolf, or crafty fox, | 
The tender lambs devour. 
2, A glorious angel from on high 
Appear'd before their eyes; 
And glory ſtreaming from the ſky, 
Which ſtruck them with ſurprize. 
2. And when like men bereav'd of life, 
Upon the ground they lay, 14 
The heav'nly ſeraph ſpake relief, 
and chas'd their doubts away. 
4. © Fear not, ſaid he, glad news I bring, 
„To ſinful men forlorn ; 7 
« Lo, Chriſt the Lord, the promis'd king, 
For you this day is born. 
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5. © To David's City go with ſpeed, © 
te And there, behold you'll find 
e The woman's antient promis'd ſeed, 
« The Saviour of mankind, 
6. And this ſhall be the faithful ſign, 
© When there you ſee array d, 
- =" endung cloaths, the babe divine, 
«And in a manger laid“. | 
7. Thus ſaid, behold a ſhining og 
Of angels in array 
Appear d, with this melodious ſong 
To uſher in'the day. 
8, © Glory to God, th' eternal king, 
ce And heav nly y peace on earth : 
<« Good will to men, with joy we ſing, - 
e At great Emanuel's birth.”  - 


IL The infinite Love of Cuxls T ador'd. 


Y Hat facred joy, what heav'nly mirth, 
Should this to ev'ry ſoul afford, - 
To fing the condeſcending birth 

Of Jeſus, our exalted- Lord ! 
2, O! how he lajd hif glories by, CT 
And left his bright celeſtial throne : 
To raiſe our fallen nature high, hg.... 
Became a lowly virgin's ſon ! =. 
VS Come, let us then, with heart and voice 
Adore his vaſt ſtupendious love ! 
His matchleſs, free, unbias'd choice, 
To leave his ſhining courts above 

4. His God-head veil'd in human clay, 

' He liv'd a while on earth unknown: 
Likewiſe to bear our griefs away, 

Our heavieſt woes - made his own. 
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FX 5. At laſt to ſeal our bor Ad r 
He gave himſelf a ſacrifice; | 
d. on a baſe accurſed tree, | 
With love and pity in his eyes: 
6. Yea, more, far more'than tongue can tell, 
Hath our Redeemer undergone, 
To fave our guilty ſouls from hell, 
And raiſe us to his heav'nly throne!” 
7. Lox, let this matchleſs love of thine 
Inſpire our ſouls with love to thee ; 
So ſhall weev'ry luſt reſign, 
F And henceforth thy diſciples be. 
8. Now, to the lamb that lov'd and dyd, 
To pay the guilty finner's fcore, 
Be everlaſting honours paid, 0 
From henceforth, and for evermore. 
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